COUNTRY

SUBJECT Policy of Arresi and Incareorution of M N0, OF PAGES 1 25X1A2g
Political Prisorgers

. 25X1A6a - e

PLACE - NO. OF ENCLS.

ACQUIRED DETURN T0 CIA LiBRARY (LSTeD berow

DATE OF INFO

25X1A2g

VCLASHIFICATION
Approved For Releddd1946/09/081: | (KL RDIP82;80457R002700540007-0;0).
el ®  rtono

Venezuels

SUPPLEMENT TO
REP

25X1X6

The following information concerning the prisen system in Venezuela is
prescnted in view of the rpeneral concern over the eontinuing incarceration
Gf)%olitical prisoners.,

25X1

follovwin; the revolutionary movoment by military
officors on 24 ovember 1948 aftor which a Hilitary Junta vas established,
nany imprisomments wcre made throushout the country and sontinus to be
made up to the precent time, Some few of those arrested have been

hAsased-

a conservative sstimats of those rnow beiny held for
political reasons is 4,000, of vhom 800 are bei:n: held becauss of having
oru ed in political activitics of varicus labor unions. It is the sencral
Policy of the sovernmont to accept at prison instituti.ns, ineludin; the

Carsel 1lodelo in Catia, Caracas, and the prison at San Jusn de los lNorros,
individuals who vers arrcsted on the orders of military officers vith rank
23 low as that of lieutenant, The arrests are mude first and the inistry
ol Interior is notified of the reasens altervard, in most cases orally,
ilitary officers have unquest onably in some instances taken advantua
of these circumstances and have brousht about the iucarceration of perscnal
enemies vho are not dan-erous “rom eithcr a revolutionary or political

2‘5%% of view,

_ prison vwardens are under strict orders not te
release anyone without the vritten orders of the Minister of Interior,

Efforts have been made by relatives und friends of prisoners to obtain their
ralerse, and the Minister has had a general poliey of stating that he would
look into the rmatter and see wiat could be done, Congiderable time has
oiapsed in many instances and there has appeared to bo a lack of any kind

of effort on the part of the !Mnister of Interior to investi ete and
datermine why certain prisoners are being held,

1%, Col. Carlos Delzado Chalbaud, Fresident of the MM litary Junta, is more
o less nonccemittal on the subject of political prisuners. Fe is reported
to hare atated that his ow father was in prison for 15 vearsz end that
prisoners “do not die", Source took this to moan that Delzado has no desire

&% present to takecgﬁa‘ﬁ §i§Fs toremedy the s ituation,
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